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Worship Notes 

 

* indicates when the assembly is invited so stand 

 

P = Presiding Minister 

A = Assisting Minister 

C = Congregation 

 

Words in italics are instructions and notes 

 

Bold and Underlined are when to switch to the weekly insert. 

This happens for the weekly hymns and readings. 

 

The word “assembly” describes the whole of the gathered people of God: if 

you are unable to stand where the bulletin says “the assembly stands,” 

know that you are still part of the assembly no matter your physical ability. 

 

 

Communion Instructions and Notes: 

 

All are welcome at Christ’s Table. For communion, ASLC offers gluten-free 

and dairy-free bread.  Please pick up an empty cup for wine, or a prefilled 

cup of grape juice in the center of the tray, as you come to the Lord’s Table 

by the center aisle.  Empty cups may be placed in the bowls at the front of 

each aisle as you return to your seat. 

 

If you are seated on the left side of the sanctuary, please approach the al-

tar from the center aisle and fill in spaces to the left of the altar beginning 

at the front.  If you are seated on the right side, approach the altar from 

the right side of the center aisle and fill in spaces beginning at the back of 

the altar.  

 

If you cannot come to the table, the table can come to you: indicate to an 

usher and they will make sure communion is brought to you in your seat.  

` 

For this joining us electronically 

Welcome! You are part of our assembly. You are invited to join as fully as 

you are able, including sharing the peace by text, email, or phone call at 

the appropriate time! 



Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Prelude We center our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

*Confession & Forgiveness 

The assembly stands.  

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and 

sustains us and all of creation. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P: Steadfast and faithful God, 

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, 

forgive us. 

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;  

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

P: Beloved in Christ, … you are already and always forgiven. 

C: Amen. 

 



*Gathering Hymn: Light Dawns on a Weary World



*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ… be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

*Canticle of Praise 



*Prayer of the Day 

P: We pray together. Holy God, 

C: we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for 

the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the 

path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

Children’s Chat 

 

First Reading: Exodus 14:19-31 

 
19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and 

went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and 

took its place behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and the 

army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 

the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

 21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the 

sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; 

and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry 

ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 

left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of 

Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch 

the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian 

army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot 

wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee 

from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

 

 26Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so 

that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and 

chariot drivers.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 

dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, 

the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and 

covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 

that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29But the 

Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall 

for them on their right and on their left. 

 30Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw 



the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that 

the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and 

believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.  

L: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 114 

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a 

people of strange speech, 

Judah became God’s sanctuary and Israel God’s dominion. 

The sea beheld it and fled; Jordan turned and went back. 

The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like young 

sheep. 

What ailed you, O Sea, that you fled, O Jordan, that you turned back, 

You mountains, that you skipped like rams, you little hills like 

young sheep? 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God 

of Jacob,  

Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water and flint-stone into a 

flowing spring. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak 

eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, 

and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God 

has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 

another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 

upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 

days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who 

observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 

honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 

abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, 

we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we 

live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 

lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 

you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 



judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  

 

L: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church 

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 

times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-

seven times. 

 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 

him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 



with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 

made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord 

of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 

slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and 

threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves 

saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned 

him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 

you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to 

be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will 

also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart.”  

 

P: This is the gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon 

 

*Hymn of the Day: God’s Work, Our Hands 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. (see next page) 

 

 

Liturgical Music & Text: reprinted and broadcast from With One Voice, ©1995 Augsburg Fortress and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

©2015 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission. All rights reserved. From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002015 ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS002015.  

Scripture quotations: from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used with permission. All rights reserved.  

Cover Image Attribution: Free for use. Source: https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55890 



 



*Apostles’ Creed 

P: Let us join our voices in confessing our shared faith using the words of 

the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer. 

 

Peace 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of 

the risen Christ. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The assembly shares the peace of the Lord with each other, being mindful 

of others’ personal health concerns and preferences. 

 



Meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Musical Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn 

The assembly stands to sing as the table is set. 

 

*Offering Prayer 

A: Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in 

grace, and fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and 

orchard we offer here. Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the 

care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 



*Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season. 

 

*Sanctus 

 



 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into the one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Distribution 

Instructions for distribution can be found on page 2 of this document. 

 



Lamb of God 



Communion Chant 

 

 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*Blessing 

 

*Sending Hymn: All Creatures, Worship God Most High! 

 

*Dismissal 
A: We go in peace. God is at work in us. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 



Worship Matters 

New Perspective 

Being a disciple requires an expansive perspective on forgiveness. 

Today our perspective is broadened by the good news that God’s 

forgiveness is not based on our idea of fairness, but rather on 

abundant, unimaginable grace. God “does not deal with us ac-

cording to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniqui-

ties” (Ps. 103:10). The king forgives our entire debt, no matter 

how enormous it is (Matt. 18:23-27). We also are challenged to 

stretch our perspective and forgive each other. With Peter, we 

learn to stop keeping score (Matt. 18:21-22). 

 

It’s not an easy thing to do. Again and again we fall back on lim-

ited human understandings of what is “fair.” Looking at the story 

of Joseph and his brothers, it’s easy for us to say that his broth-

ers really didn’t deserve forgiveness. Even their plea for for-

giveness is dishonest and manipulative—have 

they really repented (Gen. 50:15-17)? Joseph takes the wider 

view and realizes that it isn’t his brothers’ intentions that matter, 

but God’s. God’s forgiveness is much greater than what is fair, 

what we deserve. 

 

So what does this new, broadened perspective look like in the 

lives of Christians and congregations? Paul provides a pragmatic 

glimpse: “Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, 

and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 

eat; for God has welcomed them” (Rom. 14:3). If all are truly 

welcomed by God, we are called to share the good news of that 

welcome in all we say and do. 

-Sundays and Seasons 

 


